In 1964, Dr. Lasagna wrote a modern version of the Hippocratic Oath that is used in many medical schools today. As a tribute to Dr. Lasagna's professional and personal beliefs, the oath is reproduced here:
I swear to fulfill, to the best of my ability and judgment, this covenant: I will respect the hard-won scientific gains of those physicians in whose steps I walk, and gladly share such knowledge as is mine with those who are to follow. I will apply, for the benefit of the sick, all measures which are required, avoiding those twin traps of overtreatment and therapeutic nihilism. I will remember that there is art to medicine as well as science, and that warmth, sympathy, and understanding may outweigh the surgeon's knife or the chemist's drug. I will not be ashamed to say "I know not," nor will I fail to call in my colleagues when the skills of another are needed for a patient's recovery. I will respect the privacy of my patients, for their problems are not disclosed to me that the world may know. Most especially must I tread with care in matters of life and death. If it is given me to save a life, all thanks. But it may also be within my power to take a life; this awesome responsibility must be faced with great humbleness and awareness of my own frailty. Above all, I must not play at God. I will remember that I do not treat a fever chart, a cancerous growth, but a sick human being, whose illness may affect the person's family and economic stability. My responsibility includes these related problems, if I am to care adequately for the sick. I will prevent disease whenever I can, for prevention is preferable to cure. I will remember that I remain a member of society, with special obligations to all my fellow human beings, those sound of mind and body as well as the infirm. If I do not violate this oath, may I enjoy life and art, respected while I live and remembered with affection thereafter. May I always act so as to preserve the finest traditions of my calling and may I long experience the joy of healing those who seek my help.
My most vivid memories about Lou Lasagna are of his dry wit and straight shot. Political correctness did not apply to him, because he had the gift of framing difficult ethical issues in humorous tales that transcended personal Hospital Pharmacy Volume 38, Number 12, pp 1118 -1119 2003 Wolters Kluwer Health, Inc.
In Memoriam: Lou Lasagna
Hospital Pharmacy 1119 Editorial agenda. When he spoke, we all listened. We listened because we were not sure whether the upshot was going to be a profound medical insight or a funny punch line. We listened because few members of the medical community had as much experience as Lou, or his talent for knowing what was important and what was not. At a time in medical history when the tide began to flow towards evidence and science, Dr.
Lasagna spoke of the importance of experience and of remembering old wisdom in influencing that tide. In his later years, he embodied the virtue of growing old and wise, and we benefited greatly from his counsel.
I was fortunate enough to serve with Dr. Lasagna for 14 years on the Editorial Advisory Panel of Facts and Comparisons. He was always supportive of the pharmacy profession and our drug informa-tion efforts. As always, however, his efforts had one goal -to improve the lives of the sick. We will miss him very much.
Dr. Lasagna is survived by his wife, Helen, four daughters and three sons, and eight grandchildren.
-Dennis Cada, PharmD, FASHP, FASCP Editor-in-Chief Hospital Pharmacy
